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Official Launch of the Event:
Inaugural ceremony chaired by
HE Mrs Sophie Aubert, Ambassador
of France in Bangladesh and
Mr Md. Shahidul Haque, Foreign
Secretary, Ministry of Foreign Affairs
16 May at 1 pm

Photo Exhibition ➁

Local Impact of a Global Change
by Jules Toulet

Bangladesh is one of the most at-risk countries to climate change impact. Climate
scientists project there will be a 3-foot (1-metre) rise in the sea level by 2100, which would
submerge 17.5% of Bangladesh and force around 20 million Bangladeshi off their land.
The delta of the Ganges is one of the most exposed regions due to the force of the rising
waters, strong monsoons, the erosion of river banks and embankments, flood, soil
salinification, and the increasing number of cyclones. The town of Chalna, 50 kilometres
away from Khulna, is located by the river Pashur. Jules Toulet wanted to meet the local
people who will be the first victims of this global mechanics, despite their ecological
footprint being close to zero. The series of 20 black and white photographs on display is
a testimony to raise awareness globally.

Round-table Talks:
➀ How to Conciliate Climate and
Development? 16 May at 2.30 pm
➁ Climate Change: Local Solutions
for a Global Challenge
16 May at 5 pm
➂ Business and Climate Change:
Innovations from the Private Sector
23 May at 4 pm

Exhibitions:
➀ #60 Solutions Against Climate
Change by Yann Arthus-Bertrand
➁ Local Impact of a Global Change
by Jules Toulet
On display till 23 May
Closing session chaired by
HE Mrs Sophie Aubert and Dr Kamal
Uddin Ahmed, Secretary of the
Ministry of Environment and Forest
23 May at 6 pm
Screening of Documentaries:
Are You Listening! 19 May at 6 pm
and a discussion with the directors

Easy Like Water 20 May at 6:30 pm
A Thirsty World 21 May at 6:30 pm

COP 21: The 21st Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change (COP 21), will be held on 11 December 2015 in Paris bringing together around
40,000 participants. The stakes are high: the aim is to reach—for the first time—a universal, legally
binding agreement that will enable us to combat climate change effectively and boost the transition
towards resilient, low-carbon societies and economies in order to limit global warming to below 2°C
and societies' adaptation to existing climate changes. êwww.cop21.gouv.fr
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programme

16–23 May 2015 at Alliance Française de Dhaka
êwww.afdhaka.org/cop21

Documentaries on Permanent Viewing

Climate Change Impact Worldwide

Following AFD short films will be screened on demand from 16 to 23 May:
➀ India: Climate or Development (9 min, English)
➁ Mexico: Time for Transition (10 min, English)

Programme Details

BRIDGING CLIMATE CHANGE AND DEVELOPMENT
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Round-table Talk ➀

Photo Exhibition ➀

#60 Solutions Against Climate Change
by Yann Arthus-Bertrand

A problem without a solution is a poorly stated problem, said Albert Einstein. Contrary
to what many people think, global warming is not merely a problem. It is also a flurry of
solutions and opportunities that have already popped out from civil society, from
corporations, from institutions and from individuals as well. Some are well known, others
less so; some are surprising, others are expected; some will have a global impact, others
are of symbolic order; some are local, others will have a planetary reach.
Most of them allow to face climate change, but they also provide a string of side benefits,
as they are called. They allow us to strengthen society and to favour a development
respectful of the environment and of men and women. The GoodPlanet Foundation has
selected the most interesting ones, together with the Agence Française de
Développement (AFD). Some are displayed here today; all of them were compiled into a
book and a site “60 Solutions”. We hope that these examples will inspire you, whether
you are a citizen or a decision maker. With this initiative, we wish to contribute to
emulate change, as it is greatly needed to make our planet a better place to live together.
êwww.60solutions.org

Round-table Talk ➁

How to Conciliate
Climate and
Development?

Climate Change: Local
Solutions for a Global
Challenge

While nations from around the world are
getting ready to negotiate international
agreements during the COP 21 conference in
Paris, what can we really expect out of it?
Isn’t it already too late to make our
development model less harmful to the
Earth? In countries like Bangladesh, shouldn’t
we prioritise poverty reduction over climate
change mitigation — or is there a way to fight
on the two fronts at the same time? In other
words, is a world both richer and greener
genuinely conceivable? The panellists will
discuss these issues with both an
international and national perspective and
will offer insights at the crossroad between
sciences, economics, international relations
and policy analysis.

Bangladesh has no time to waste: in this part
of the world, climate change is not just a
stimulating topic to be discussed in
conferences, it is a concrete, palpable,
imminent threat that is already affecting the
life of millions of individuals. To fight the rise
of sea-level, repeated floods, and
increasingly destructive storms, Bangladeshis
have no alternative but to adapt. In this
context, the country has become a sort of
giant open-sky laboratory where are
experimented hundreds of original solutions
to cope with climate change. The panellists
of this round-table will present some of
these inspiring innovations and will highlight
how it is possible to make them successful.

Panel
Dr Atiq Rahman

Executive Director, Bangladesh Centre for
Advanced Studies (BCAS)

Dr Qazi Kholiquzzaman Ahmad

Chairman, Governing Council and Rector of
Dhaka School of Economics

Dr Ainun Nishat

Professor Emeritus, BRAC University

Mr Taqsem A. Khan

Managing Director, Dhaka Water Supply and
Sewerage Authority (DWASA)

Dr Ahsan Uddin Ahmed

Executive Director, Centre for Global Change
(CGC)

Moderator: Mr Quamrul Chowdhury

Chairman, Forum of Environmental Journalists of
Bangladesh (FEJB)

Panel
Dr Saleemul Huq

Director, International Centre for Climate Change
and Development (ICCCAD)

Mr Md. Moniruzzaman

Mayor, Khulna City Corporation

Dr Md. Ansar Ali

Director (Research), Bangladesh Rice Research
Institute (BRRI)

Dr Mohammad Shariful Islam

Professor, Bangladesh University of Engineering
and Technology (BUET)

Mrs Farhana Sharmin

Programme Manager, Practical Action

Moderator: Mr Abu Bakar Siddique
Senior Staff Reporter, Dhaka Tribune

Round-table Talk ➂

Business and Climate
Change: Innovations
from the Private Sector
Economic activities are not immune to
climate change: as resources are getting
scarcer, weather less predictable and
environmental concerns more acute,
commercial activities too are under threat.
For companies, making their business more
resilient to climate change is a matter of both
subsistence and growth. Yet, integrating
environmental components in commercial
activities does not come without a cost. The
availability of financial resources, the
profitability of the activity, the level of
institutional and political support, and the
answer from the society in general and
customers in particular are all decisive
factors for bridging business concerns and
climate change mitigation.

Screening of Documentaries:

Humankind vs Climate
Change
17–21 May

Are You Listening!
Kamar Ahmad Simon and Sara Afree

2013, Bengali with English subtitles, 90 min

19 May at 6 pm
Set against the backdrop of Aila—the tidal
surge that swept over Bangladesh in 2009—the film
celebrates joy, dream and resilience of the common
people of Bangladesh. Q&A session with the
directors after the screening.

Easy Like Water
Glenn Baker

2009, English and Bengali, 60 min

20 May at 6:30 pm
In 2002, a non-profit organization came forward
with an amazing idea to use the natural event of
these regions– ‘Water’ and ‘Boat’ simultaneously to
build up a scheme called ‘education on the boat’.

Panel
HE Mrs Sophie Aubert

A Thirsty World

Mr Riaz Hamidullah

2012, English, 90 min

Ambassador of France in Bangladesh
Director General, Economic Affairs,
Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Mr Jean-Marc Langard

Business Development Manager, Indian
Sub-Continent, Suez Environnement

Mr Mujibur Rahman

Yann Arthus-Bertrand

21 May at 6:30 pm
Mind-blowing aerial images make the
spectators travel in some 20 countries, including
Bangladesh, to discover the spectacular natural
wonders created by water, and to understand the
dangers which threaten its very existence.

Head of Sales and Marketing, Total Bangladesh

Mr Md. Abdur Raihan

Head of Business Continuity Management and
Climate Change, Grameenphone

Mr Md. Hasib Uddin

Chairman, APS Apparel

Moderator: Dr Atiq Rahman

Executive Director, Bangladesh Centre for
Advanced Studies (BCAS)

Participatory Idea Box:

Looking for
the 61st Solution

Lend a hand, drop in your own idea to
tackle the challenge of climate change.
Become the 61st solution! A special
prize will be awarded to the best
proposal.

